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FEATURE IDEAS FROM UM NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS
o PROLIFIC GRADUATE STUDENT WORKS ON NOVEL SET IN MONTANA
Jeanne Dixon, a University of Montana graduate student in 
creative writing and author of eight books, is writing a novel 
set in Montana. Her latest short story, "Down Among the Gilly 
Fish," will soon appear in the Missouri Review. She writes 
mainly for young adults but says many older adults also read her 
books, including "Savages," "The Tempered Wind" and "Fast 
Friends." She's won the Merriam-Frontier Award for short 
stories, an Erasmus Scholarship, two Bertha Morton Fellowships 
and a Presidential Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement. 
Jeanne Dixon, 721-1675.
o PROFESSORS TRAIN ELEMENTARY TEACHERS TO TEACH LITERATURE
UM Professors Dick Adler and Stewart Justman are helping reverse 
a national trend toward using only "basal readers" -- textbooks 
-- rather than literature in the elementary classroom. They're 
training Butte elementary school teachers to teach books like 
"The Wind in the Willows" and "Alice in Wonderland" using 
innovative techniques that develop children's skills and spur 
their imaginations. Adler (243-2051) and Justman (243-5793) 
expect teaching literature to take root in Montana as program 
participants spread the word of its success. Other contacts: 
Yvonne Sundberg, Butte West Elementary School teacher and co­
leader of the program, 563-5562; Carol Woodruff, UM News and 
Publications, 243-2522; and UM English department: 243-5231.
o PHARMACISTS PLAY MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN PATIENT CARE
Pharmacists, long charged mainly with dispensing pills prescribed 
by doctors, are becoming increasingly active partners with 
doctors in ensuring that patients receive effective drug therapy. 
As a result, patients are benefiting from better-informed 
prescribing decisions that in turn lead to lower health care 
costs. UM faculty members Mike Rivey (243-6796), Bill Docktor 
(243-5713) and Gayle Cochran (243-6495) exemplify this national 
trend in their clinical work at Community Medical Center and St. 
Patrick Hospital. Pharmacy school: 243-4621.
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